THE LAST  CONVULSIONS
was not to the Kaiser's liking. The latter was willing, and even
suggested, that King Carol should be asked discreetly what steps he
proposed to take to guard the Treaty of Bucharest (not the Triple
Alliance) in the event of a renewal of trouble between Greece and
Turkey on the subject of the Islands, but the King of Rumania was
a Hohenzollern and his cousin, and he still had unbounded confidence
in his own personal influence and suasion to keep him on the right
path. The Austrians afterwards admitted that they would have had
great difficulty in obtaining his consent to the proposed demarche
against Rumania.
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The point is only of importance inasmuch as it establishes beyond
doubt that the Austrians were determined to force the issue in the
Balkans by one means or another in the summer of 1914. A fortnight
after the Konopischt conversations they had their way. On June 24
the Archduke and his wife lay dead at Serajevo, brutally murdered by
assassins who had lately been in Belgrade, where they had been fur-
nished with hand-grenades and revolvers, and thus armed had crossed
the Drina back into Bosnia. Conrad and Berchtold leapt to the oppor-
tunity. The Kaiser might wince at the idea of making Rumania the
villain of the piece, but after this unspeakable crime, perpetrated upon
his intimate friend and the Royal and Imperial house, could he hesitate
to fulfil his pledge to follow where Austria led, when she demanded
satisfaction of Serbia ? The Austrians judged not, and judged rightly.
Berchtold now sat down to revise his memorandum in the light of
the new fact. Leaving the preamble and the greater part of the
argument as it stood, he struck out the paragraph which had been
aimed at Rumania and wrote in another which made Serbia the point
of attack :
The foregoing Memorandum had been prepared when the terrible events
of Serajevo intervened.
To-day it is scarcely possible to miss the significance of the whole range
of events signified by this reckless deed of murder. In any case, we have been
given indubitable proof, if it was still necessary, of the irreconcilable nature
of the opposition between the Monarchy and Serbia, and of the danger and
intensity of the big-Serbia agitation which shrinks at nothing.
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